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Terms of Reference
To establish evaluation criteria and receive regular feedback from parents, schools and the 
Aims/Purpose
· To raise awareness of the SENDIASS Service and advise on information and publicity
· To ensure that impartiality and confidentiality policies are appropriate and implemented consistently and effectively
· To guide the development of the SENDIASS Service in line with the Minimum Standards for impartial Information, Advice and Support Service
· To contribute to the development of the Service
· To provide support, guidance and encouragement to SENDIASS staff.
· To influence policy and practice within the authority
· To represent the interests of parents, children and young people in all activities of the Service
· Meet 3 times a year (once per school term); 2 hours per meeting
· Receive a report from the SENDIASS Manager/Coordinator at each meeting
Membership
The group should reflect the views and interests of:
· Parents of children who have special educational needs
· Voluntary organisations and parents’ groups.
· SENDIASS staff
· Representatives of Education and Children’s Services in Slough 
· Health and Social Care Representatives
· Educational Psychologists
· Representatives from schools e.g. headteachers and SENCOs
Purpose 
The Steering Group ensures that Slough for SENDIASS is effective in providing support and information to young people, parents and carers of children with special educational needs.
Representation of the board is sought to include parents/carers who have been with the service and are well placed to providing parental perspective on effectiveness in services delivered.
Membership is encouraged from a number of services and professionals involved with children, Young people and families with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
All members are equal partners and their knowledge, skills and views are recognised and valued.
The group will meet for a minimum of thrice a year or no more than three times a year. The group will decide upon dates, timing and venues, which will be published and updated on website. Minutes of the meetings is shared with members of the board within 2 weeks following each meeting.
Role of SENDIASS Steering Group 
The IASS Advisory Group has an important role to play in supporting and guiding the IAS service ensuring its impartiality and neutrality is safeguarded in all aspects of the service development and delivery.
Members of the group are equal partners. The individual knowledge, expertise, experience and skills that each member brings to the group are recognised and equally valued.
Its members will work together to ensure IASS provides impartial advice, information, guidance and support to parents, carers children and young people. The group will inform good practice and provide valuable multi-agency feedback.
Members will chose on their ability to make an effective contribution, the stakeholder they represent and their willingness to be active in promoting the interest of IASS and influencing the views of others to recognise the importance of the work of IASS.
Members will not:
•Act in the specific interest of their agency, group, family member or themselves. They will identify any conflict of interest to the group should it arise
•Play any role in relation to the employment or management of staff or Volunteers.
If you would like to know more or would like to join our Steering Group please contact us.
 

